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It is past Winter Solstice and as we thought, the world still is happening. So are we, although 
you had to wait a very long time for this Newsletter. 

It was a very rich year, starting with our trip to India for the wedding of our daughter and our 
first-time participation in the Urs of Hazrat Inayat Khan. Though long time ago, we’d like to 

share some of our experiences, as they are landmarks on our journey. We already sent some 
pictures of our daughter’s wedding to most of you. Let that suffice.  
 

The URS  
In India, we experienced a deeper meaning of the word 

‘Urs’. This Arabic word means ‘wedding’ and is used for the 
day of passing of a Sufi Saint, as by leaving this world, the 
saint finally merges with the Beloved for a heavenly wed-

ding.  
We were able to attend the Urs of Hazrat Inayat Khan in 

Delhi on February 5th as it coincided with the earthly wed-
ding of our daughter with Nitin in Pushkar, Rajastan on 
February 10th. 

At the same time, Fate decided to end Solomons sojourn 
on Earth. Solomon, the son of Pir Shabda and Tamam and 

a well-known deejay, was in Thailand for his work when a truck hit his taxi. Pir Shabda heard 
the news on his way to the Urs. Thus, actual death and actual wedding merged with the Urs 
of Inayat Khan. 

Why do we tell this? First of all to commemorate Solomon. Second of all, because the way Pir 
Shabda dealt with his loss, there in far-away India and away from his family, was a living 

teaching in trust, compassion and surrendering to the Mystery that we will not easily forget. 
We do our practices, we learn how to behave, we try to be adab (courteous, respectful), but 
placed in situations like this, we learn what it is worth and how deep our spirituality is en-

grained in our being. This was shown in a beautiful and convincing way by Pir Shabda and 
later – via YouTube – by both parents at the Solomon Kahn Memorial 

in California. Ya Shakur, Shabda and Tamam for this deep lesson, 
sorry as we are that it had to be this way. 

 
Inayat Khan and India 
India brought us closer to Hazrat Inayat Khan. As most of you know, 

we have been deeply fascinated by the Muslim background of Inayat 
Khan and have tried to unravel some of this in his Invocation and 

Nayaz. Our visit brought Inayat Khan’s 
Indian Hindu background closer to us. 
Seeing babas walking the streets and 

imagining that among the many ‘tourist 
babas’ there might be a genuine one (or 

many, for that matter!) made us realize 
that Inayat Khan could have ended up 
like that, as a baba living at the Ganges, 

immersed in the divine and with only some local followers.  
Instead, he traveled the world and we are not the first ones to 

say this may have caused his early death. 
At the same time, the West now knows him and it felt like an 
immense tribute and acknowledgement to the Muslim community 

of the Basti Hazrat Nizamuddin in Delhi that so many Western 
devotees come to celebrate this Indian Sufi Saint every year. No 

matter what program the Urs had to offer (and it was good!), this 
realization alone was worth the visit. 

Baba in the Pushkar mountains  

Entrance to the Dhargah of 
Moineddin Chisti, Ajmir 



We were so inspired that we decided to organize a pilgrimage to India in 2014 in an effort to 
combine Hindu India (Pushkar with its only Brahma Temple in India) and Sufi India (Ajmir 

with the Dhargah of Moineddin Chisti and Delhi for the Urs). 
 

Noor-u-nissa 
Much later in 2012, we offered a weekend at Fazil Manzil, 
the former house of Hazrat Inayat Khan and his family in 

Suresnes, a suburb of Paris, France. By divine manipulation, 
the weekend happened in the very week of the unveiling of a 

statue of Noor-u-nissa Inayat Khan, Inayat Khan’s eldest 
daughter, (Moscow 1914 – Dachau 1944) in London. 
Following this synchronicity, we dedicated the weekend to 

this Spy Princess, who in England and France is better 
known than her father. France knows her by her code name 

‘Madeleine’. 
 

‘Liberté!’ (Freedom!) were her last words  before she died in 

Dachau. Her short life shows is exemplary for the teachings 
of her father. He propagated spiritual freedom and offered a 
spiritual path, free from dogmas, so we could overcome 

‘beliefs and disbeliefs’. 
Our further study, the weekend and the two consequent 

weekends, also dedicated to Noor-u-nissa, deepened our 
connection with her, her father and her family, notably Pir 
Vilayat. As Noor, he joined the army to fight fascism and as 

Noor, he was willing to put his life at stake, but not to kill other human beings. Typically, 
after the war, Noor’s gun was found in her London wardrobe. She accepted the shooting 

lessons but refused to take her revolver on her dangerous mission (extimated time before 
being captured by the Gestapo: 6 weeks only). 
 

Khankah Samark 
2012 was our first full year with activities at the Khankah, planned in between our travel pro-

gram. The Summer Week with the Little Prince, the famous book for children and adults, was 
one of the highlights. With sharing, watching a movie and sitting in the garden, the reality of 
it was more that we could have dreamed of. We treated the Lit-

tle Prince as a Sufi story and were amazed to experience how 
the Little Prince showed himself a faithful student of the Prophet 

Muhammad and Rumi, well beyond the Sufi imagery of the Rose 
as symbol of Love. The return to his home planet by accepting a 
bite from the snake – fatal on earthly level – reads like a die-

before-death sacrifice for love. Dutch readers will be able to read 
about it in a 2013 issue of Prana, a Dutch spiritual magazine.  

Other events involved the Pentecost Retreat (dedicated to Ru-
mi), our second Zen & Zikr Sesshin at the Khankah, this time 
dedicated to Noor-u-nissa, the closure of the guitar training ‘Play 

it again for SAM’ and a Sufi weekend. All weekends were well 
attended and most were full, as the Khankah at present can take 

14 – 16 people max, depending on the number of couples. 
For 2013, we changed our planning strategy and first planned 
the Khankah and worked our travel program around these dates. Please see the results at the 

end of this newsletter. 
Next year fall we hope to give birth to another of our envisioned projects: our Resourcing 

Program. This is an individual week-long retreat with in the morning group activities and 
teachings to deepen the understanding with oneself and reconnect with the inner through a 

program of practices, working towards finding your goal in life through your talents and life 
story.  
 

 

Noor-u-nissa, picture from the legacy 
of Kamae Amrapali Miller 



Khankah Samark: a building project 
These activities are only possible though all the work in and around the 

Khankah. Ariënne did miracles in the garden and it already is a joy for 
the eye.  The deck before the Dance space is now paved and is shel-

tered by a wall with a beautiful old church window, donated by a 
friend.  
Through a generous loan, most of the way from the dining space to the 

dance room is now sheltered by a porch. In summer, the veranda of-
fers the needed shadow; in winter, it shelters from rain and snow.  

As we now can work in winter, we decided to move the Winter Retreat 
to the Khankah.  
In the Khankah, we placed new toilets and showers. Next on the list is 

the barn with the dance space. It has space for three more bedrooms, 
kitchen and bathroom. When finished, the barn will hold a complete 

independent unit, fitted for personal retreat, as well as for longer so-
journs and extra sleeping and hang-out space for regular events and 
retreats. 

 
 

 

 

Fatima’s door 
Very special was the visit of Murshida Fatima, prior to the 

Summer School. As we had to leave our painted door behind 
in Belgium, she came to paint the 
entrance door to the workshop 

room. Fatima revisited and im-
proved the original design and 

made a beautiful job out of it. In 
between, she treated us on stories 
and we watched the film Sunseed 

on her notebook, outside and over 
dinner.  

It was a blessing to have her as our guest. Some of this blessing 
already found its way a few weeks later at the Summer Week. Our 
Australian guest Freya was so inspired by Ariënne’s garden that she 

kept making mandalas. Spontaneously going out to admire her lat-
est flower-creation, the spirit of Fatima came over us and we all 

went right into the Fatima Walk. No teaching, just her spirit! Later, 
we could share with the participants how precious art had been for 
Murshid SAM, taking his students to museums and even pay for 

their art classes. 
 

 



 
The Tunisian Sahara 

Another memorable event for us was our third visit to the Saha-
ra. After interpreting for Saadi and co-working with Alan Ahmed, 

the latter suggested we would organize the pilgrimage ourselves. 
So we did, with the help of our trustworthy friend Matin. 
October we met in Djerba, a group of 25 people from Russia, 

Holland, England, Sweden, Germany, France and the USA. De-
spite the large contingents of Dutch (7) and Russian (10), the 

participants very soon became a tight group.  
We guess the Sahara helped here, as she showed herself in her 
most dramatic way. We arrived in a heat wave, were showered 

with rain when the weather changed and then were treated on a 
sand storm. Wow! 

With ten Russian participants, the Bedouin for the first time experienced the Russian spirit 
and, sharp observers as they are, immediately noticed how they work and live as a group, 
not different from themselves. Khalifa, the chief, was very inspired and treated us on many 

stories and great music & dancing. Back in Douz, he showed how inspired he was by wanting 
to know more about Inayat Khan and his approach to Sufism. To be continued, as we hope to 

revisit the Tunisian Desert in October 2015. 
 

Books: Rumi, Inayat Khan and stories  
Although Wali’s professional writing is in Dutch, so only acces-
sible to Dutch readers, people often ask us about it. As much 

of the writing, especially on Rumi, is food for our workshops, 
we hereby keep you informed.  

2012 saw the publication of a book on spiritual stories on 
friendship, especially written for the yearly ‘Week of the Book’. 
As the book hit number one on the spiritual book top ten, Wali 

was commissioned to write a similar book of stories for the 
January Week of Spirituality on the theme of Silence.  

2012 also saw the second volume on Rumi’s stories from the 
Masnavi. After the initial book on Rumi’s animal stories, this 
book is dedicated to the stories from Volumes I and II. Both 

books retell the stories in modern language and have as ad-
dendum an explanation of the stories from Sufi and Islam 

mysticism, so also read as an introduction to Sufism and mys-
tical Islam.  
After all, Rumi said in one of his quatrains: 
 

I am the servant of the Quran as long as there’s life in me. 
I am dust on the Path of Muhammad, the Chosen one. 

If anyone quotes anything except this from my sayings, 
He is sorely wrong and I’ll be outraged by his words. 

 

Both were favorably reviewed and sell enough, so for 2013, the publisher 
decided to create space for a book on Rumi’s poetry. ‘The face of my Be-

loved’ will come out in June, so fifteen years after Wali’s first book on 
Rumi poetry, the first Rumi poetry ever published in the Netherlands. 
In September 2013, Ameen Carp’s Sufi Publications will publish ‘Tot de 

Ene’, Dutch for ‘Toward the One’. This book is presenting for the general 
reader the Invocation of Inayat Khan as a spiritual path towards depth, 

freedom, joy and mastery (in the sense of realization of the Self). As 
such, it differs from the English/German booklet ‘Toward the One’, writ-

ten more specifically for Sufi and Dance circles. Inayat Khan’s inspiration 
from his Muslim background also has found a place in the book. 
 



  

Picture gallery  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

our Summer Week cooks: 

Brechje and Nitin Summer week flower-mandala 

Altar Khankah Samark (Zen & Zikr) Tunisia: Water for the Camels 



Workshops and Retreats 2013 
 
February  

23 - 
March 2nd 

 

 

Samark Winter Retreat (Germany) 
The Art of Remembrance 
After over ten years in Estonia and the Czech Republic, we moved the Winter Re-

treat to our home in Germany. 
This time we deepen the phenomenon of Zikr, a practice to remember Unity. We 

invite all lovers of the dancers who like to deepen their path. 
With feedback sessions, musical training by Arjuna (guitar), Sesshin etc. we dive 
deeper into the dances so we can understand Zikr better. 

A great opportunity to dance in an international circle. 
Check with us for more info. English/German spoken 

March  

15 - 16 Dance Weekend Bremen (Germany) 
Einheit und Verschiedenheit  
Friday 18:30 – 21:30 & Saturday 10:00 – 17:30 

Tanzhalle, Insterburger Str. 9 a, 28207 Bremen 
In this short weekend, we explore the art to find Unity behind and in Diversity and 
so try to experience the Unity of Religious Ideals. We close with a dance ritual, 

inspired by the Universal Worship of Hazrat Inayat Khan. Registration: Renate re-
neu@arcor.de 
 

29 
 

Good Friday Celebration (Khankah Samark, Germany) 
Open Dance Day: The Aramaic Lord’s Prayer 
Start 10:30, coffee and tea from 10:00. We close the day with a joint meal. 

We shine light upon the background of the most danced Prayer in our tradition and 
then dance the whole prayer. A great way to get to know the beauty and intimacy 
of Khankah Samark. 

April  

12 – 14  Dance Weekend Saratov (Volga area, Russia) 

  
21 Dance Day Lindlar (Oberbergisches Land, Germany) 

A Heart needs a Home 

We all know the longing in the heart that asks to see beyond this world of forms 
and names into the world of heart and spirit.  
The dances can help us to connect with this world and so find back our real home.  

Kontakt: Maria Lamsfuss z.f.impulse@t-online.de 

 
26 - 28 Spring Weekend De Weyst (Netherlands) 

The Art of Remembrance 
From Friday 20:00 till Sunday 16:00 
This weekend, we explore the phenomenon of Zikr, a practice to remember Unity, 

so it can be of use to us in our daily life.  
Dutch spoken 

May  

17 – 20 
 

 

Pentecost Retreat (Khankah Samark, Germany) 
Draw us closer to Thee 
The Retreat start on Friday with the evening meal and ends Sunday with lunch. 

This line from one of the prayers of Hazrat Inayat Khan may help us to learn more 
about ourselves, so we can experience the grace, the glory, the wisdom, the joy 
and the peace around us and develop these qualities in us. 

With song and dance, dharma talk & storytelling, spiritual walks, Sufi Morning 
Practices, rituals in dance etc. 

June  

8 – 9  
 

Play it (again) for SAM! (Khankah Samark, Germany) 
Guitar weekend with Wali 

Saturday 10:30 – Sunday lunch 

mailto:reneu@arcor.de
mailto:reneu@arcor.de
mailto:z.f.impulse@t-online.de


 Double strum, Baladi and other rhythms and strumming patterns can boost up and 
serve the dances as well, as different patterns can be used to express the ele-

ments and other energies. A weekend full of rhythm and right-hand techniques, 
balanced by the left-hand technique to play melody in standard tuning. Open for 
all who master the basic standard chords. 

Max. 8 participants 
July  

20 – 27 

 
 
 

Samark Summer Week (Khankah Samark, Germany) 

From Mineral to Human and Beyond 
The week start with dinner on Saturday evening and ends with lunch the next Sat-
urday 

This week we explore Rumi’s famous poem about dying as mineral, plant, animal 
and human being, symbolizing our capacity to rise above our limitations to heights 

unknown: 
So why would I be afraid to die as a human, 

If I only gained by my deaths? 

In this Summer Week we’ll dance and sing to understand what Rumi is telling us 

about our daily life. We’ll explore together, as all of us know more than each indi-
vidual. 
Limited space, so please reserve in time 

September  

13 – 15  

 
 

 

Sufi Weekend Khankah Samark (Germany) 

The Art of Healing 
Friday (evening meal) – Sunday (lunch) 
Introduction into the Art of Healing from the Sufi tradition of the Middle East and 

Inayat Khan. 
With song and dance, spiritual walks, Sufi practices, working with body and 
breath, ritual etc.  

 
28 -29 Dance Weekend Algarve (Portugal) 

After some years in the Alentejo, we return to the lovely Algarve to meet up with 

the small, but dedicated Portuguese dance circle. 
Theme to be announced. 

October  

5 Dance Day Dublin (Ireland) 
Theme to be announced 
 

12 Open Dance Day Samark (Germany) 
Show me the Path 
Start 10:30, coffee and tea from 10:00. We close the day with a joint meal. 

Through the Dances, we work with the three main questions:  
Where do I come from? Why am I here? Where am I going? 
Free for participants Samark Resourcing Program 

 
13 – 19 

 

 

Samark Resourcing Program (Khankah Samark, Germany) 

Following the Open Dance Day until Saturday after lunch. 
An individual program to reconnect with the source and your reason for being on 
this Earth, finding your direction in life, to live consciously and to make decisions 

that will help you on your path.  
Max. 6 participants. Write us for more info. 
 

November  

14 – 17 
 

 

Sesshin: Zen & Zikr (Khankah Samark, Germany) 
From Thursday evening meal till Sunday lunch 

In a Sesshin we alternate dancing with meditating. We opt for a longer weekend, 
so all can really get into the rhythm of a Sesshin. A wonderful way to go deeper 
inside and let the dances do their inner work. To further the inner process, part of 

the weekend will be in silence. 
Be sure to register in time, as the two previous sesshins filled up very early. 



 
29 – 

Dec. 1 

Winter Weekend De Weyst (Eindhoven area, Netherlands) 

Op weg naar Eenheid (Toward Unity) 
From Friday 20:00 till Sunday 16:00 
This weekend, we explore the Invocation of Hazrat Inayat Khan as a spiritual path 

towards joy, depth, freedom, joy and mastery (in the sense of realization of the 
Self). Dutch spoken 

December  

13 - 15 Fazil Manzil Weekend (Suresnes, France) 
We return to the former house of Inayat Khan and his family in the suburbs of Par-
is to deepen our attunement. Theme to be announced. 

Contact Dora at ohmdora@yahoo.fr 
 

20 - 22 Christmas Weekend Haus Regenbogen (Bad Munstereifel, Germany) 
The Aramaic Lord’s Prayer 
From Friday evening meal, ending Sunday at 16:00 

The weekend before Christmas is a wonderful time to experience the Aramaic 
Lord’s Prayer in song and dance. 
As the weekend is designed to focus on different aspects of this prayer, we also 

invite people, unfamiliar with this prayer in Aramaic. 
Haus Regenbogen haus-regenbogen@t-online.de   
 

 

 
Please note that in 2014 (Jan/Feb) we’ll organize a two-week pilgrimage tour to India, visiting 

Delhi, Ajmir and Pushkar, thus combining Hindu and Sufi India. Included is the Urs (Feb. 5th), 
the celebration of the passing of Hazrat Inayat Khan at his tomb in Delhi. In 2014, the Urs 
will be hosted by the Ruhaniat.  

October 2015, we hope to return to the Tunisian Desert. 
 

 

 
 

Please check our website for registration and further info 
 

Wali & Ariënne van der Zwan 

Khankah Samark 

Unterbirkholz 7 57587 Birken-Honigsessen, Germany 

samark@peaceinmotion.eu  www.peaceinmotion.eu 
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